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Art Porter Music Education Celebrates 15 Years of Jazz. Legacy, and  
with Star-Studded A Work of Art Weeklong Benefit 

Art Porter Music Education, Inc. (APME) is proud to announce the 15th Annual A Work of Art benefit – 
an unforgettable week of world-class music, inspiration, and purpose, July 28 – August 2, 2025. This 
milestone celebration continues APME’s tradition of honoring the legacies of jazz greats Art Porter, Sr. 
and Art Porter, Jr., while raising vital scholarship funds to support the next generation of musicians.  On 
board to celebrate this special milestone anniversary are two of APME’s esteemed board members who 
will open and close out evening events, Alex Bugnon and Will Downing.  

The celebration kicks off at noon, Monday, July 28, with a student performance at Little Rock City Hall. 
Bugnon will perform on Wednesday, July 30; powerhouse singer and former En Vogue member 
Amanda Cole headlines Thursday, July 31; and the Saturday night finale features the award-winning 
vocalist Downing. Special performances throughout the week will include APME’s incredibly talented 
Minors in Music students and Young Emcees. 

A WORK OF ART is the foundation’s primary fundraiser building on the legacies of the late Art Porter, 
Sr. and Art Porter, Jr. – promoting music education while providing scholarships for college-bound 
students. This year’s scholarship recipient, Ariel Bronson, a graduating senior from Benton High School 
(BHS), will be introduced during the main event Saturday, August 2, at The Charts Theater, Pulaski 
Technical College, NLR.  As the 2025 winner, Ariel will receive a $3,000 renewable scholarship. 

About Ariel Bronson 
According to Josh Johnson, Choral Program Director at Benton High School, Ariel has been 
an integral member of the choral program and serves as an exceptional example of artistry, 
leadership and dedication.  Her vocal ability is extraordinary, consistently earning her first-
chair placements at both regional and state-level choral competitions. Beyond her vocal 
excellence, Ariel has displayed remarkable leadership initiative as President of the BHS 
Concert Chorale, a position awarded by the unanimous vote of her peers. For years, she has 
been arranging choral and contemporary works, showcasing her deep understanding of 
harmony structure and vocal technique. Ariel also actively participates in extracurricular and 
community ensembles with local, statewide and national performances. She plans to major in 
Music Education at the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville, Fall 2025. 
 
About APME 
APME, a 501©(3) corporation, honors the memory of the late Art Porter Sr. and Art Porter Jr. 
The elder Porter was a jazz pianist, entertainer, educator and television producer. Art Porter 
Jr., a world-renowned jazz recording artist, traveled the world, garnering the respect of the 
global jazz community. Both ARTS demonstrated their love for the local community by 
donating their time and talent to benefit others. APME is committed to continuing the Porter 
legacy while fostering the musical and educational aspirations of the next generation of music 
educators. 

 

 A WORK OF ART Entertainment Schedule 
MON  | July 28 -  Kickoff, Little Rock City Hall, noon 
TUE    | July 29 -  Jazz on the Plaza featuring Minors in Music, River Market Plaza, noon-Free 
WED  |July 30  - Alex Bugnon, Ron Robinson Theater-7PM; Adm.: $55-65 
THUR| July 31 - Amanda Cole, Mosaic Templars Center, 7PM; Adm.: $50 
FRI     |Aug. 1 -  Porter Players Jam Session, Delta Hotel by Marriott, 7PM- Free 
SAT    |Aug. 2 -  Scholarship Program featuring Will Downing, special performances by  
              APME All-Stars, The Charts Theater, 8PM – Adm.: $65-75 
 

Tickets are on sale now online at  https://www.artporter.org/tickets or call (501) 492-9120.  For more 
information, check out Art Porter Music Education Inc.’s Facebook page. 

 

 
 
 

 
ART PORTER MUSIC 

EDUCATION, INC. 
 

P.O. BOX 166035 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72216 

501-492-9120 
 

INFO@ARTPORTER.ORG 
WWW.ARTPORTER.ORG 

 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

BENITA PORTER BROWNING 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
ALEX BUGNON 

KEYBOARDIST, COMPOSER 
 

JERROLD BROWNING 
APME MARKETING DIRECTOR 

 
WILL DOWNING 

SINGER, SONGWRITER, PRODUCER 
 

GUY ECKSTINE 
PRESIDENT, ICONIQUE MUSIC GROUP 

 
STERLING INGRAM 
APME PRESIDENT 

 
VICKI KING 

CEO, WEIGHT WATCHERS OF GREATER AR 
INC. 
 

JEFF LORBER 
KEYBOARDIST, COMPOSER, PRODUCER 

 
 

THELMA PAULINE PORTER 
APME FOUNDER / VICE-PRESIDENT 

 
ALMA WILLIAMS 

APME SECRETARY / TREASURER 
 
 

BOARD LIAISON 
 

LIONEL DAVIS 
APME PRODUCTION DIRECTOR 

 
PHYLLIS DICKERSON 

LR CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE 
 

PAMELA SMITH 
COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR, LRSD 

 

® 

https://www.artporter.org/tickets
about:blank

