
“Justice Means More Than a Word — It Means Worth,” by Dr. Chris Jones 

 

In Arkansas, we know what it means to work hard, love our neighbors, and show up for 
each other when times get tough. That spirit of community is rooted in something 
deeper than laws or policies — it’s rooted in justice. 

 

But justice isn’t just about courthouses or crime. Real justice means that every person, 
in every county, is treated with dignity. That every child has clean water to drink and a 
safe school to attend. That every family has access to a doctor, regardless of their zip 
code. That our systems don’t just exist to punish — they exist to protect, to heal, and to 
uplift. 

 

Justice is when worth is matched by access. We can say someone has rights, but if they 
can’t reach them — if they’re blocked by poverty, by discrimination, or by outdated 
systems — then those rights are just promises on paper. 

 

In Arkansas, too many of our neighbors still face barriers that chip away at their dignity. 
Whether it’s the mother who drives two counties over for prenatal care, or the young 
man whose potential is sidelined by a justice system that sees color before character — 
we have work to do. 

 

Justice means more than fairness. It means equity — the courage to level the playing 
field. It means building structures that amplify the value of every Arkansan, not just 
those with power or proximity. 

 

This isn’t about being left or right. It’s about doing what’s right. 

 

If we want a better Arkansas — one where every child can dream and every elder can 
age with dignity — then we must commit to justice not just as a value, but as a verb. 

 

Because justice isn’t just what we believe. 



 

It’s what we build. 

 

And in Arkansas, it’s time to build with everyone in mind. 

 

Share your thoughts and comments at chrisjoneslistens@gmail.com. 
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