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The Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission 

Announces commemorative and educational events honoring the 58th 

Anniversary of the March on Washington, Poor People’s Campaign 
 

Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission hosts delegation to attend 

2021 Nonviolence Economics Training in Miami, Florida to commemorate to 

Poor People’s Campaign of 1968, address economic disparities in state 

 

The Nonviolence Economics Training promotes empowerment, economic 

opportunity, and equity 

 

 

DuShun Scarbrough, Executive Director 

(501) 683-1300 

Dushun.scarbrough@ade.arkansas.gov 

 

mailto:Dushun.scarbrough@ade.arkansas.gov
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LITTLE ROCK-The mission of the Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission, 

a division of the Arkansas Department of Education, is to promote and preserve the 

life and legacy of Dr. King in our state; and to promote the principles of nonviolence 

and equality among all citizens.  Our community outreach projects are designed to 

promote education, an appreciation for history, and to encourage youth to engage in 

positive leadership development and roles within their communities.  

 

During a sermon in 1967, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. referenced poverty as one of 

the three “evils.”  “Like a monstrous octopus it spreads its nagging prehensile 

tentacles into cities and hamlets and villages all over our nation. Some forty million 

of our brothers and sisters are poverty stricken, unable to gain the necessities of life.” 

There were more African American homeowners in 1968 than 2021.  

To commemorate the 58th Anniversary of the Historic March on Washington 

which took place on August 28, 1963 and the Poor People’s Campaign of 1968, 

the Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission has organized a delegation 

to represent Arkansas in Miami, Florida at the 2021 Nonviolence Economics 

Training. The Nonviolence Economics Summit will take place on August 2-4, 

2021 in Miami, Florida thorough a partnership with the Florida MLK 

Institute.  The Commission has partnered with the MLK Institute in Miami, Florida 

to provide an opportunity for volunteers to receive technical assistance and intensive 

training on strategies to address poverty and inspire economic development within 

communities.  Arkansas’s poverty rate of 17.2%, the seventh highest in the nation. 

The Florida Martin Luther King Jr. Institute for Nonviolence is headquartered in 

Miami, Florida and works on civil rights issues. They are a grassroots organization. 

The Florida Martin Luther King, Jr. Institute for Nonviolence was founded in 2016.  

In working to address the rising poverty in the community, the Arkansas Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Commission is exploring the root causes and addressing ways to 

provide intervention and outreach to highly impacted areas of the 

state.     Arkansas’s poverty rates vary considerably by county. The counties with 

the highest poverty rates are Phillips, Desha, Chicot, Nevada, and Lee. According to 

the USDA, Arkansas has a poverty rate of 18.9 percent and a child poverty rate of 

26 percent, with poverty levels continuing to rise throughout the state (Talk 

Poverty.Org). 

 

This educational and information excursion helps the Commission continue in its 

effort to encourage Arkansans to reflect on the life and teachings of Dr. Martin 
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Luther King, Jr. through educational endeavors, cultural performances, exhibitions, 

and public community outreach projects that are multiethnic, and family-

oriented.  In accordance with Arkansas Code Annotated (A.C.A.) § 25-24-102, it is 

one of many duties of the Commission to promote among the people of Arkansas, 

by appropriate activities, both the awareness and the appreciation of the civil rights 

movement as well as enable the people of Arkansas to reflect on the life and 

teachings of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. through the donations and contributions 

from individuals as well as public and private organizations in order to carry out 

these statutory responsibilities. 

 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s mission and philosophy of love, tolerance, and 

nonviolence guide the Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission as the 

Commission strives for social improvement in Arkansas, helping communities and 

organizations achieve new levels of leadership and public service.  The Commission 

works directly with youth and others, encouraging them to embrace alternatives to 

violence and discover their common humanity.  Through activities that stress racial 

and cultural diversity, the Commission offers Arkansas a new understanding of the 

important roles they play in our communities, now and in the future.  The 

Commission has collaborated with various agencies and organizations in its efforts 

to provide community services across the state of Arkansas. 

 

 

“This training is timely as we are looking for more strategic ways to target 

economically disadvantaged citizens throughout the state.  The COVID-19 

pandemic has further exposed the urgent needs of low income, at-risk individuals, 

says DuShun Scarbrough, Executive Director. 

 

“We are proud to partner with the Florida MLK Institute.  As a Commission we are 

making an investment in education to better equip our corps of volunteers and 

trainers to enact programming to broaden this outreach throughout the state.   Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. was in the process of implementing the Poor People’s 

Campaign during the March on Washington before he was assassinated in 1968 and 

it is our goal to honor his legacy by carrying out his work throughout Arkansas.” 
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